The results of treatment of early syphilis with penicillin only have been reported by many observers. Pillsbury (1945) followed 792 patients for 6 or more months after treatment, and found that the number of infectious relapses which occurred was small, and that they usually occurred within 20 weeks. Leifer (1945) , using a total dosage of 1-2 mega units of penicillin given in sixty 3-hourly injections, noted that eight patients relapsed out of a total of 96; and that six of these relapses occurred during the 4th month, one at 6 months, and one at 13 months after treatment. Downing (1950) has recently drawn attention to one case of early syphilis, treated in the army with 2-4 mega units of penicillin, which apparently relapsed after one year, 2 years, and 4 years. I Downing mentions that his case " represents one of a very large number treated in a similar way during their army service ", and the present article is intended to draw attention to the large number of persons, now members of the civilian population, who contracted early syphilis between 1945 and 1947, and were treated in the forces with penicillin only. The scheme then in general use consisted of 2-4 mega units of penicillin given over 71 days, but variations occurred both in total dosage and in the time during which that dosage was administered.
Proof of the efficiency of any particular scheme of treatment of early syphilis must perforce depend on a sufficient number of patients observed over a sufficient period of time (at least 2 years), and it seems very desirable to secure an assessment of the treatment which was so widely used in the services. It is suggested that all venereal-disease clinics in Great Britain might pool their findings in such cases. It seems probable that, because of release from the forces and difficulties in attending recognized centres, the post-treatment observation of these men has often been inadequate and that a proportion may now suffer from latent syphilis or may have a contagious relapse.
Material
We have obtained the records of 123 men who had suffered from early syphilis in the services and were treated with penicillin. The period of observation The series reported is small and is not considered to be statistically significant, but similar small series occurring in clinics throughout the country could be considered as a whole.
A pooling of the findings could with advantage be used to elucidate not only this problem, but also other problems concerning venereal disease in Gt. Britain.
